


I. 	Prevention Measures


A.	Conduct an annual effort to educate students concerning the avoidance of personal habits that spread lice.


B.	Send written information about head lice prevention to parents at the beginning of each school year describing what the school is doing to prevent infestation and suggesting what can be done by parents.


C.	Conduct parent education meetings when appropriate.


D.	Train school personnel/volunteers in the proper techniques for checking students for lice and nits.


E.	Educate school staff about strategies to minimize opportunities for transmission of head lice within the school environment.


F.	Assess the school environment for potential means of lice transmission and implement changes as needed.





 II.	Screening Measures


A.	Conduct three (3) annual screenings of elementary students.


	1.	Initial screening to be done during the week of Labor Day.


	2.	Second screening to be done during the week after winter break.


	3.	Third and last screening conducted after spring break.


B.	Check any student referred by school personnel or parents for possible infestation.


C.	Conduct follow-up checks of all students identified as  close contact of an initial case of  infestation.


D.	Check all students in a classroom when three (3) or  more cases of infestation are identified.





III.	Follow-up measures


A.	Interview each student found to be infested with head lice and his/her parent/guardian to identify close contacts both in and out of the setting.


B.	Notify schools in the district where close contacts attend.  Refer out of district contacts to the Norwood Health Department for follow-up.


C.	Examine the infested student and each of the close contacts again seven (7) to ten (10) days after effective treatment has been given.


D.	Check any student with two (2) or more separate cases of infestation within thirty (30) days on a weekly basis for four (4) consecutive weeks.  If the student does not have a reoccurrence of lice infestation during four (4) consecutive weeks,  the student may be dropped from weekly checks.





IV. Notification of Parents


One parent/guardian should come to school to pick up the child at which time the parent/guardian should be shown evidence of the infestation and be given verbal and written instructions regarding:


A.	Transmission of head lice and identification of nits


B.	Treatment, including products and where products can be obtained


C.	Measures necessary to treat the home environment


D.	The possible infestation of other family members who may require treatment


E.	Available assistance from the Norwood Health Department


F.	Readmission guidelines and explanation of excused and unexcused absences





V.	Readmission


A.	Readmission to school is dependent upon the occurrence of treatment with a pediculocidal product and the determination by school personnel of the absence of live infestation and/or nits.


B.	Up to three (3) consecutive school days per episode of infestation will be considered an excused absence. 


C.	Unless otherwise authorized by the proper personnel, any additional days of absence per episode may be treated as truancy or failure to send.
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